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Unwanted Fall Visitors

Multi-colored Asian ladybird beetles.

This beetle is native to Asia. From the
1960°s to 1990, it was released by the US
Department of Agriculture in the Southeast
and in Washington state in an effort to
establish the beetle to control agricultural
pests, especially of pecans and apple. Later,
it was reportedly reintroduced accidentally
from a freighter in the port of New
Orleans. The beetles were first reported in
North Carolina in 1992.

Adult multi-colored Asian ladybird
beetles are convex in shape and about 1/4”
long. Specimens from higher elevations are
larger than those from the Piedmont and
Coastal Plains. There are usually ten black
spots on each forewing, but some have
fewer spots or faded spots and some have
no spots at all (see photo at right).

Adult beetles begin laying eggs on host
plants in early spring. Eggs hatch in three to
five days. Larvae are orange & black in
color. Larvae molt four times, becoming
larger after each molt, and enter an
immobile pupal stage after the last molt.
After several days, the adult beetle emerges
from the pupal case.

Multicolored Asian lady beetles are
effective predators of aphids and some scale
insects and are extremely beneficial for
both agricultural and horticultural crops.

As temperatures start to drop in the fall,
adult beetles begin to search for suitable

overwintering sites. They tend to
congregate on the sunnier or warmer sides
of buildings, or on exposed, light-colored
buildings. Of course, this doesn’t mean that
people with dark-colored siding, brick or
log homes are immune to the lady beetle
assault. On warm winter days, the beetles
may become active and move towards light
or bright surfaces. They are often found on
windows, light fixtures and ceilings. Multi-
colored Asian ladybird beetles do not
reproduce indoors; in the spring, they will
move outdoors in search of prey.

Ladybird beetles are primarily a
nuisance. They do not eat wood or
furniture. However, the beetles may stain
fabric and painted surfaces if squashed. In
addition, there have been concerns that
large numbers of beetles may possibly cause
air quality problems indoors that could
trigger allergies and/or asthmatic reactions.
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While it is not 100% effective,
preventing the beetles from entering
structures is one of the best long-term
approaches for dealing with ladybird
beetles. Recommend that clients install
tight-fitting sweeps on exterior doors and
weather stripping around door frames.
Openings where utility pipes and wires
enter the foundation and siding should be
sealed. Make sure that window screens are
in good condition. Indoor sprays tend to be
ineffective against ladybird beetles.
Invading beetles should simply be
vacuumed up. The vacuum bag should be
sealed up and disposed of.

Outdoors, a residual spray insecticide
may be applied around windows, doors,
eaves, soffits, attic vents, etc.

Brown marmorated stink bug.

Its first detection in North Carolina
was in Forsyth County in 2009, and it has
since spread rapidly throughout the
piedmont and mountain regions of the
state. The coastal plain has had fewer
occurrences during this period, although
the insect has appeared in isolated
locations. As of June 2016, it had been
confirmed in 70 of NC’s 100 counties.

Adult brown marmorated stink bugs are
slightly larger than 1/2” and vary in color
from brown to gray. Adults have
characteristic brown and white bands on
the outer edge of the thorax, and white and
brown banding on the next to last antennal
segment (see photo at right.)

Adult females lay egg masses in midsummer.
There are five nymphal stages. New adults
emerge in late summer. In the fall, adult
brown marmorated stink bugs aggregate on

and inside houses, sheds and other
structures in search of an overwintering
sites. The bugs can give off a characteristic
odor if they are crushed or disturbed.

Just as with ladybird beetles,
exclusion goes a long way in preventing
brown marmorated stink bug invasions.
Make sure exterior doors have tight-fitting
sweeps, seal openings where utility pipes
and wires enter the foundation, and make
sure window screens are in good condition.

The use of pesticides indoors for
controlling the brown marmorated stink
bug is not warranted; invading stink bugs
should be removed with a vacuum cleaner.

Outdoors, a residual spray applied
around windows, doors, soffits, attic vents,
and other potential entry points may
provide some relief.

Adult brown marmorated stink bug
(Photo: Patty Alder, NCSU).
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Paper wasps.

Adult paper wasps are about %” to 17 long
and reddish brown to dark brown in color
with yellow stripes on the abdomen. They
are actually beneficial in that they feed on
other insects. Paper wasps live in nests that
usually contain around 250 individuals.
Paper-like nests, shaped like tiny umbrellas
(see photo below) are attached by a short
stem to eaves, porch ceilings, attic rafters,
decks, and other such protected places.
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Paper wasps build slngle -comb umbrella-shaped nests
(Photo: Whitney Cranshaw, CSU, Bugwood.org).

Paper wasp colonies are annual; workers
die off in the fall and only inseminated queens
survive. The surviving queens are often seen
hovering around chimneys and rooflines as
they search for a suitable place to spend the
winter. On warm winter days, the queens
may become active and may move into living
areas of the home through openings such as
heating vents, baseboards, and gaps around

light fixtures.

Wasps that invade homes can be
controlled mechanically, by swatting or
vacuuming, or with an aerosol insecticide.
Openings through which wasps can enter

the structure should be caulked or sealed. In
homes, attic vents should be properly vented
to exclude overwintering queens. If an
established nest is found in the attic, a total-
release aerosol may be used on a warm day:
Follow the product label instructions
concerning how many cans are needed for
the size area you are treating. Never exceed
this number of units, and always be careful
using these products near open flames.

If all the workers have not yet died, and a
nest poses a hazard, use a Wasp & Hornet
spray that will propel the insecticide about
10-15 feet and direct the spray into the nest
opening for 5-10 seconds (see photo below).

Paper wasp nests should be treated with a
Wasp & Hornet spray that can propel the
insecticide 10-15 feet (Photo: Patty Alder,
NCSU).
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